
Hawai‘i  People’s Fund
Change, Not Charity™

Winter 2008

Fall Cycle Grants

SPRING GRANT CYCLE
Proposals Must Be Received

By Monday, March 2, 2009
note new date!

Social Change is a Work-in-Progress
We have made some changes 
to our grantmaking process.

Download NEW Guidelines & Applications
from web site in January @

www.hawaiipeoplesfund.org

Call Richard Rodrigues for more information: 845-4800 

YOUR donations helped support the following

Associated Animals Inc.    
Continued support of a unique project exploring issues 
of colonialism in Hawaiôi. Comprised of several 
episodes, this particular Pinky Show series will address 
the military occupation of Hawaiôi by the United States 
of America; examine the legitimacy of statehood; and 
introduce a dialogue on settler colonialism tied to 
immigrants who came to Hawaiôi seeking work and a 
better life for their descendants. pinkyshow.org

Eden Earthworks     
Economic justice funding for Project Fresh, part of a 
new organization encompassing a farm in Mountain 
View on Hawaiôi Island that will empower low-income 
and homeless people to farm the land; play a critical 
role in their own and othersõ self-sufþciency, food 
security and self-employment; and eventually engage 
participants as future mentors for others who will follow 
in their footsteps and organic farm furrows.

Hawaiôiõs Thousand Friends   
Environmental justice funding for Na Mea Wai Apauñ
All Things Relating to Water, an interactive cultural, 
educational, legislative and organizational resource 
for Hawaiôiõs current and future water activists. The 
comprehensive project intends to increase the numbers 
of skilled citizen activists across the state that are 
informed about water laws and legal cases, and provide 
a means for people to interact with one another as they 
maintain political pressure at the county and state levels. 
hawaiis1000friends.org

Hui Pu      
Continued support for a cultural activism project that 
builds on efforts and support for Hawaiian independence. 
Following a 2007 Hawaiôi Peopleõs Fund grant, this 
new funding will help Hui Pu broaden its approach to 
support an open, informed and fair process for self-
determination; expose increasing numbers of people 

to the message of Hawaiian independence; and oppose 
efforts that undermine or negate Kanaka Maoli self-
determination.

Iraq Veterans Against the War--Honolulu Chapter

Seed funding for this Hawaiôi-based chapter of a national 
organization founded in 2004 by Iraq war veterans to 
give them (and active duty service people) a voice. They 
are opposed to the war and believe that soldiers have the 
right to refuse illegal war. Members engage in outreach 
to other GIs; speak in classrooms, to community groups 
and to the media about their real-life experiences, about 
the consequences of war, and what the U.S. government 
is doing in Iraq. ivaw.org

KAHEA      
Continued support for a research and community 
organizing project reaching members of communities 
predominantly comprised of Kanaka Maoli, immigrant 
and/or working class people. The Leeward Coast 
Environmental Justice Initiative began with a 
2007 Hawaiôi Peopleõs Fund grant to tackle severe 
environmental racism resulting from long-term and 
on-going incidences of industrial, governmental and 
military degradation and contamination in central and 
Leeward Oôahu.  kahea.org

continued next page



Ka Ohana O Kona Hema    
Seed cultural activism funding for Kukulukumuhana O 
Honaunau, a new program of this organization (whose 
name translates as òthe Families of South Konaó) 
that came together to care for the natural and cultural 
resources of an extremely rural area of Hawaiôi Island. 
They nurture community youth to their kuleana, or 
responsibility, helping them gain useful skills and 
awareness for where theyñand their ancestors for many 
generationsñhad been raised and lived in the Hawaiian 
version of permaculture. 

The Know Your Farmer Alliance   
A þrst-time grant will support this organization in 
hosting the 7th annual Hawaiôi Island Seed Exchange at 
the Amy Greenwell Ethnobotanical Garden in Captain 
Cook, Hawaiôi. Funding for the largest seed exchange 
in the islandsñscheduled for June 2009ñcomes at a 
critical stage of their development. The grant will help 
planners teach people self-sufþciency, food security and 
self-employment during a time of worldwide economic 
change and upheaval. knowyourfarmeralliance.com

Lawaiôa Cultural Practice Network  
Seed cultural activism funding for a community of 
þshermen and cultural practitioners to sustain their 
gathering rights in the area around Kaena Point and 
adjacent areas of Oôahuõs Waianae and Waialua 
coastlines. Members of the network recently banded 
together in order to address increased harassment of 
cultural practitioners as well as the abuse and destruction 
of resources in the area that generations of þshermen 
have cared for. kaenapractitioners.blogspot.com

Truth 2 Youth      
Continued support for this organizationõs counter-
military recruitment efforts to connect Hawaiôi Island 
youth with the wisdom of experienced military veterans 
against war. Truth 2 Youth develops creative avenues 
to distribute resources; establish networks of teachers 
and school counselors; provide links to college funding 
sources; stimulate ideas for lifestyle choices other than 
the military; and enhance relationships with dropout 
prevention programs, church youth groups, and foster 
child agencies. ihcenter.org/groups/truth2youth.html

World Canõt Wait Hawaiôi    
Continued support for the Hawaiôi-based chapter of a 
national organization that initially began as an anti-war 
project called Not In Our Name. In Hawaiôi, funding 

will support community education and organizing. 
Primary focus areas at present include exposing and 
opposing threats of an attack on Iran, opposing the use 
of torture and crimes against humanity, and supporting 
GI resisters.    worldcantwait.org

Emergency Grants
Truth 2 Youth
The Runway Peace Project allowed students at Keaôau 
High School to stage a Peace Day fashion show 
highlighting resistance to militarism. Students selected 
a past or present peace advocate and designed a fashion 
item inspired by that person. The event incorporated 
research, oral presentation, design, music and the 
availability of informational materials.
ihcenter.org/groups/truth2youth.html

Mayor Wright Tenants Association
The Got Playground Project continues on a 2005 
Hawaiôi Peopleõs Fund grant for a speak out at this 
Kalihi public housing complex. In response to youth 
violence, the speak out elicited a community proposal 
for a safe play area for the children. In collaboration 
with University of Hawaiôi students, the current project 
will survey residents, implement participatory design 
exercises, strengthen local leadership and lead to a 
shared community vision and plan for a recreational 
area for the Mayor Wright Homes.

Molokai Habitat  for Humanity
Because most of this groupõs funding goes into building 
and operating costs, there are usually few resources for 
training and capacity building. (Common to all grassroots 
and small nonproþt organizations!) Emergency grant 
will support a Board memberõs attendance at a national 
afþliates conference with the intent of educating and 
empowering the full board to work together on the 
economic justice issues of ending homelessness. òWith 
each individual within the community that is empowered 
by the infusion of knowledge, we hope to create a future 
generation of leaders for Molokai.ó
local.habitat.org/hawaiimolokaihabitat

Increased IMPACT in grantmaking comes from the support 
of Hawaiôi Community Foundation                  

and The Wallace Alexander Gerbode Foundation.

Hawaiôi Peopleõs Fund has awarded over $45,000
in grants since our Summer 2008 Newsletter.
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Progressive Giving

Social change philanthropy is defined not merely by where money 
is directed, but by how it is given. (Changemakers.org)

Hawaiôi Peopleõs Fund is here for the long haul. In spite of eco-
nomic turbulence, we are committed to maintaining our grantmak-
ing for social change. Itõs more important than ever to support 
progressive grassroots organizations! 

We know you are receiving dozens of requests for support during 
this season. We hope you will put your partnership for social 
change at the top of your list!

Most nonproþts print multiple pages listing all their donors. But 
studies show that giving is not motivated by the promise of public 
recognition. In fact, a number of you prefer to remain anonymous. 
Hawaiôi Peopleõs Fund respects the wishes of every donor. We do 
not share, rent or sell any of our lists. 

People who are grantees and donors, working class and million-
aires can rub shoulders, sit together at Hawaiôi Peopleõs Fund 
events. Your support for Hawaiôi Peopleõs Fund is a strong com-
mon bond.  Our values unite us. Itõs a culture we maintain as part 
of building a progressive movement. 

Hawaiôi Peopleõs Fund pools and redistributes your donations to 
grassroots organizing throughout the islands. The dividends are 
community-wide. Itõs a trend we can all participate in.

Mahalo for your support!

INVEST IN CHANGE

reSOURCEs
We are a PEOPLE’s Fund! Your donations make our grants 
possible. About 80% of our income goes to our program work: 
training, technical assistance, Grantmaking Committee and 
Board work, outreach and communications and, of course, into 
grants for social change. Your gifts ensure that this important 
grassroots work is funded.

We are no longer eligible for Aloha United Way designations. 
Please check with your employer to see if there are other 
workplace giving options. Or, make your donation directly to 
Hawai‘i People’s Fund.

Donations in honor of others make great, sustainable gifts! Make 
a donation in the names of your friends and loved ones and we’ll 
send them a holiday gift card now and our quarterly newsletters 
throughout the year.
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Your legacy for social justice: A simple 
bequest—or naming Hawai‘i People’s 
Fund as a beneficiary of an insurance 
policy or IRA—will help to ensure the 
future of our grantmaking program. For 
more information, please contact Nancy 
Aleck at (808) 845-4800.

Donate your old car to Hawai‘i People’s 
Fund. If it’s on O‘ahu and in running 
condition, give us a call!    845-4800

On-line donations are accepted 24-7 
www.hawaiipeoplesfund.org

http://www.hawaiipeoplesfund.org


Hawaiôi Peopleõs Fund Annual Dinner November 1, 2008

   More than 350 people came to support Change, not Charity and to honor the work of Ah Quon McElrath. 
   Board Member Elizabeth Jubin Fujiwara asked guests: Why are you here tonight?

We are here because we support social justice 
and we want to be surrounded by others who 

similarly take a stand. 

I’m here to support change, the community, to 
bring about a more just and healthy environment 

for us all to live in. 

I feel now more than ever the need to reconnect 
with progressive comrades.

To support Hawai‘i People’s Fund and to thank 
them for giving voice to so many progressive 

organizations; to support and be supported by 
amazing people of Hawai’i committed to social 

justice.

These are my people. I’m here to connect. 

Where else would I be?

    Honoree, Ah Quon McElrath, has her 93rd birthday in December. Her career with the ILWU (International    
    Longshore & Warehouse Union) launched an unended campaign for justice on behalf of workers, the poor, 
    the oppressed and marginalized. When few women or people of color were out on the frontlines, AQ was speaking out,
    þghting the good þght. Until now, she continues to pursue justice and equality and provide inspiration and leadership. 

    The theme of the event was Fired Up for Justice. WE ARE!

Ah Quon McElrath…
…has the true spirit to fight for people’s rights 
…is remarkable
…is such a treasure
…an advocate for the working men and women
…a voice for justice and equality 
…an inspiration in the struggle for justice and dignity for all people
We should all hope to be as awesome!

She of all people deserves to be honored. All the work she’s done on 
behalf of other people—and she makes a mean chocolate mousse! 

… a reminder of how far our society has come because of folks like her 
and of the necessity of insuring that we don’t ever take it for granted, 
especially now. 

Thank you for such an enjoyable, inspiring, stimulating event!

   In her speech, Ah Quon left us with these þnal words: òDivided, we will fall; united, we can move ahead!ó

Mahalo to countless volunteers and supporters for making this such a wonderful evening! A short video, Extraordinary Advocates, 
featuring AQ McElrath was shown at the dinner, made by Webþsh Paciþc for Hawaiôi Peopleõs Fund. 

We hope to have this available to view on our website by early next year. Stay tuned!

photo by Michael Daly
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EHREN WATADA UPDATE: Legal Limbo Continues
Lt. Ehren Watada spoke truth to power in June of 2006 and has been awaiting justice ever 
since. Watada refused to deploy to Iraq on the grounds that the Iraq war is illegal. He was 
charged with a number of “offenses” and faced up to 7 years in jail. His U.S. Army court 
martial in February 2007 ended in a mistrial.

Last October a federal judge said that Lt. Erhen Watada cannot be retried on the most serious 
charges against him, because he is protected by the U.S. Constitution’s ban on double 
jeopardy. “He dismissed the heart of their case,” Watada lawyer Jim Lobensz said. “We’re 
very pleased. It’s taken a long time.” 

But the Army could appeal the judge’s decision and the lesser charges (regarding public 
interviews Watada gave to reporters) still remain under consideration for possible trial or dismissal. 

Given the pace so far, Watada could remain in this limbo for some time, unable to leave his desk  job at Fort 
Lewis, Washington or to leave the Army, even though his term of service ended a year ago.

Eric Seitz, Watada’s attorney in the February 2007 court-martial, told the Honolulu Star-Bulletin, “They ought to 
let him resign. They aren’t going to win this and they ought to acknowledge that.”
www.thankyoult.org

[Hawai‘i People’s Fund has served as a fiscal sponsor for the Lt. Ehren Watada Defense Fund since August, 2006]

INVEST IN IMPACT

The Votes are In: Big Win for Grantee!
This year the Hawaiói Legislature passed a 
bill allowing Hawaiói County to hold publicly 
funded elections in 2010. Hawaiói Elections 
Project got a 2006 grant from Hawaiói Peopleôs 
Fund that led to this big win during the 2008 
legislative session.

With Hawaiôi County as their ýrst objective, Hawaiói Elections 
Project built a broad coalition and pushed the Legislature to 
create a Fair Elections program for Hawaiói County. The plan 
was to raise awareness about the huge amount of corporate and 
special interest money going into local and national electoral 
campaigns. 

Getting to this point was a picture of classic community 
organizing. Hawaiói Elections Project built its grassroots 
support base by ýrst investing in communications technology 
that enabled them to launch a public education plan. They 
mobilized activists and citizen groups to participate in 
informational meetings. The elections initiative engaged voters 
using petition drives and canvassing, media and other outreach. 
Using technology in concert with effective media coverage 
helped elevate the public funding issue in the legislature and 
with community groups across the state. 

Itôs been almost three years since Hawaiói Peopleôs Fund 
awarded this Spring 2006 grant.Your support helped make 
Fair Elections a reality; Hawaiói is just the eighth state to have 
publicly-funded elections. ñYou were instrumental in our 
success,ò Hawaiói Elections Project said. 
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Proponents of Fair Elections expect the pilot Hawaiói County 
program to come under attack in the next Legislature. Get 
involved by going to the Voter Owned Hawaiói website, 
http://voterownedhawaii.org/.

Best in Show: Winner of Halekulani 
Golden Orchid Award 
In 2004 a Hawaiói Peopleôs Fund grant went to support a 
new video project, Noho Hewa: The Wrongful Occupation 
of Hawaiói. The intent of the ýlm was to document and 
educate a broad audience about the expansion of militarism 
throughout the islands. 

Like most ýlm projects, time and resources are always at a 
premium. In November, Noho Hewa had itôs world premiere 
at the Hawaiói Film Festival. Continued full houses prompted 
additional showings. The ýlm won the Festivalôs prize for 
Best Documentary! 

In the weeks following the Festival, campus showings 
throughout the islands also had long lines with more people 
than the venues could hold. Good things are worth waiting 
for! We are pleased to have 
been able to both give grant 
support and help leverage 
additional resources for this 
important work. 
See www.nohohewa.com

more grantee highlights pg. 7
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Statement of Activities-Accrual Basis

                              Temporarily         Permanently           

     Unrestricted       Restricted           Restricted             Total
REVENUE, GAINS & OTHER SUPPORT
   Contributions    $   101,215     $     55,150      $              -     $   156,365
   Program service fee           (872)          -         -              (872)
   Interest and dividend income        12,414        53         -                 12,467
   Other revenue          31.191          -         -            31,191
   Net realized gain on investment        (9,577)          -                         -           (9,577)
   Net assets released from restriction:
      Satisfaction of program restriction       56,826          (56,826)         -                     - 

         Total revenue, gains and other support     191,197  1,623                      -          189,574

EXPENSES
   Program services       
      Grant disbursing       242,162          -         -               242,162

         Total program services      242,162          -         -               242,162

   Supporting services  
      Administration           9,267          -         -                   9,267
      Fundraising          24,237          -         -             24,237

         Total supporting services                     33,504          -                         -                 33,504

         Total expenses       275,666          -         -          275,666

         Change in net assets        (84,469) (1,623)                   -         (86,092)

Net assets, beginning of the year       529,126  17,031              17.250          563,407
   as previously reported:
            Prior period adjustment        12,967          -         -           12,967

        Net assets, beginning of year as restated    542,093  17,031              17,250             576,374

Net assets, end of the year     $457,624           $15,408           $17,250            $490,282

Prepared by James D. Jennings, CPA, Inc.

Hawaii People’s Fund Fiscal Year 2008 • July 1, 2007–June 30, 2008

J] 644< Kverxiiw

The majority of our support comes from the Peopleñ YOU, our donors. 
Hawaiôi Peopleõs Fund is also grateful to have received 

both general and restricted funding in FY 08 from:
Aloha United Way Donor Choice • Foodland Give Aloha Program • Funding Exchange & 

Media Justice Fund • Hawai‘i Community Foundation • LEF Foundation • 
Wallace Alexander Gerbode Foundation

Abled Hawaiôi Artists
Ahahui Malama I Ka Lokahi

Ahu: the Hawaiôi Journal of Education
Aloha First-Positive ReAction

American Friends Service Committeeñ
Hawaiôi Area Program

Asian Settlers for Justice 
BEST Reintegration Program

Community Alliance on Prisons
DMZ-Hawaiôi

Free Speech Hawaiôi Coalition
Friends of the Koôolau Clubhouse

Friends of Sabeel
GI Rights Hotline

Hale Kipa
Hawaii Labor for Peace & Justice

Hawaiôi SEED
Honolulu Community Media Council

Honolulu Pearl Canoe Club
Hoõonaõauao Productions

Hui o Kuapa
Hui Pu

Ka ôAha Hui Naôauao
KAHEA: the Hawaiian Environmental 

Alliance
Ka Huina Gallery

Ka Lei Maile Aliôi Hawaiian Civic Club
Ka Pakaukau

Kauai Outdoor Circle
Kukuna O Ka La

Kupuna Coalition Network
Life of the Land

Mala ôAi Opio (MAôO) Organic Farms
Maluia WCMS

MANA: Movement for Aloha no ka ôAina
Mental Health Association of Maui

Micronesians United
Naôau

Na Maka o ka ôAina
Natõl Association of Social Workers-Hawaii 

Oôahu Land Trust
Pacific Justice & Restoration Center

Paumalu Press
Philippine Workers Support Committee

Q-Element
Safe Zone Foundation/Girl Fest Hawaiôi

Samoan Language School
Truth 2 Youth

Youth Speaks Hawaiôi

In fiscal year 2008, 
Hawai‘i People’s Fund 

awarded $172,475 
in regular, partnered, 

media justice, 
emergency, discretionary 

and donor-advised 
grants!

Hawaiôi Peopleõs Fund offers you our Annual Report, economically included with our Winter Newsletter. 
We strive to maintain the highest possible standards of accountability, professionalism and transparency. 
Please contact our ofþce if you would like more information.

Like everyone with investments, we suffered þnancial losses in FY08 with more to come. But, we canõt 
allow a downturn on Wall Street to have a negative impact on efforts for justice and social change. Local, 
grassroots, sustainable projects, including those supported by Hawaiôi Peopleõs Fund, already provide 
existing models for best practices. Our grantmaking can bolster these efforts throughout the islands. 

This is a time for us to work collaboratively, collectively, like never before! We are all in this 
together!

Thank you for your partnership!
Nancy Aleck, Executive Director
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INVEST IN HOPE

Hallmarks of Hawai‘i People’s Fund grantmaking include flexible 

requirements and multiple networking opportunities with like-minded 

groups and individuals. The technical assistance we offer goes beyond 

dollars and cents: helping applicants frame their proposals; organizing 

the annual Expo for Community Change; helping to spread the word and 

showing up to lend support. 

“It’s rare that funders get so involved with the groups they support. 

We really appreciate that!” said one grantee recently. Grant dollars are 

important. Hawai‘i People’s Fund backing involves more than money—

we explore creative ways to share a stake in building the progressive 

movement in Hawai‘i.  
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Women ROCK! (you knew that, right?)

A 2007 grant to Kyabaan Association funded a series of activities invigorating womenôs 
leadership in Davao City, a Mindanao metropolis of the Philippines.

Utilizing modes of popular education, Kyabaan connects womenôs local conditions 
with the national situation, linking with campaigns against exploitation and repression, 
analyzing national and global issues. The Associationôs regular leadership forums 
empower women to share their own expertise on common themes of their lives. The 
women build leadership skills and capacity for analysis, becoming comfortable in 
training and sharing the tools with others.

Kyabaan is helping pave the way for genuine democratic 
reforms where women are regarded as active players in 
development and transformation processes. Workshop 
participants have grown into successful community 
organizers and inspirational public speakers.

Kyabaan Association says our grant helped urban poor women become community 
organizers. Their network is becoming stronger, more visible and dynamically 
responsive to the realties of emerging women leaders. 

Hawaiói Peopleôs Fund strives to maintain a level playing ýeld. Since 1972 Hawaiói and the Paciýc were the geographic areas for our 
grantmaking. However, we realized our ability to have sufýciently broad outreach in ñthe Paciýcò was uneven at best. The Board of 

Directors decided in August 2007 that all grants should be directed only towards groups here in Hawaiói. 

art by Rini Templeton
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peace
True peace is [not merely the absence of tension: it is] the presence of justice.
— Martin Luther King, Jr.

…Peace is the generous, tranquil contribution of all to the good of all.
 Peace is dynamism. Peace is generosity…
— Oscar Romero

   love
   When the power of love overcomes the love of power 
   the world will know peace.
   —Jimi Hendrix
 
   Let me say, at the risk of seeming ridiculous, that 
   the true revolutionary is guided by great feelings of love.
   —Ché

            hope
                  The future belongs to those who give the next generation 
         reason for hope.
             — Pierre Teilhard de Chardin

         Not only is another world possible, she is on her way.
         On a quiet day, I can hear her breathing.
         —Arundhati Roy
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Seasonõs Greetings from Hawaiôi Peopleõs Fund


